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 Nollaig na mBan can be translated 

from Irish (Gaelic) as "Women's 

Christmas" and in this lies the 

biggest Irish tradition on January 

6th. On this day, the last day of 

Christmas, women would, finally, 

get a much-needed rest after 

catering to everyone during the 

festivities.  

Nollaig na mBan is the day on 

which all the Christmas decorations 

would come down. When holly was 

the only decoration in Irish homes, it 

was taken down on this day and 

burnt.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Feast of the Epiphany                                            

What the Church celebrates today is the                  

manifestation of our Lord to the whole world; after 

being made known to the shepherds of Bethlehem 

He is revealed to the Magi who have come from 

the East to adore Him. Christian  tradition has ever 

seen in the Magi the first fruits of the Gentiles; 

they lead in their wake all the peoples of the earth, 

and thus the Epiphany is an affirmation of             

universal salvation. St. Leo brings out this point 

admirably in a sermon, read at  Matins, in which 

he shows in the adoration of the Magi the begin-

nings of Christian faith, the time when the great 

mass of the heathen sets off to follow the star 

which summons it to seek its  Saviour. 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR 

CHRISTIAN UNITY 2020    

18TH-25TH JANUARY 
Unusual Kindness                                         

In Spite of the turbulence of the 

world at the present time, we also 

discover acts of kindness, of love, 

forgiveness and hospitality in 

places or from people we did not 

expect.    

We are invited in this year`s Week 

of Prayer for  Christian Unity             

materials to see God working 

through people and places which 

offer unusual kindness.   

CHRISTMAS DUES 
 

The Offering known as Christmas 

Dues is part of the income of the 

Priests of the Parish and  Diocese, 

Priests who are sick, retired or in 

poor parishes.  Since we don`t            

distribute Christmas dues                 

envelopes door to door, we ask that 

you please take an envelope and 

enter your name and address when 

returning it with the offering to the 

Church , Parish Office or Sacristy.  

These envelopes are available                   

throughout the Church.   

FEAST OF THE EPIHANY  
MASS TIMES 

Monday 6th January 

The Church of the Assumption, 

Balscadden: 8.30am 

Ss Peter & Paul`s,                                         

Balbriggan: 10am 

Ss Peter & Paul`s                                      

Balbriggan: 7.30pm 

 Planned Giving Envelopes  For 

2020  

Planned Giving boxes for 2020 are now 

available. If anyone has not received their 

box of  envelopes for 2020, the boxes are 

at the back of the Church.  There are still a 

large amount of envelopes that have yet 

to be distributed, if anyone could help with 

this task it would be greatly appreciated.  

We would like to thank all those who                    

contribute by weekly envelope , standing 

order or annually, which goes towards the 

running costs of the Parish.  It is very 

much appreciated and we wish you every 

blessing.  

https://www.irishcentral.com/roots/history/Wisdom-of-the-Irish-for-International-womens-day.html


Mass Intentions 
Weekend of January 4th /5th January 

Saturday 
6.30pm: 

Jack Matthews; Joseph & Mary Morgan 
Madge & Eamon O`Dea;  
Br. Liam O`Dea OFM Cap;                                  
John & Josh Lennon;                                   
Catherine & Patrick Geogheghan 

Sunday  8.30am: 
Balscadden  

For the People of the Parish 

Balbriggan 
10am:  

Joe Keeling (1st Ann) 
Christopher, Brendan & Mary Ellen 
Mooney; Patsy Ashe; Frank McRory 
Mary Campbell; Jeanne Keane;                  
OliverMurray; Edward Donegan; 
Crosbie family 

12noon: Maureen Bent (1st Ann) 
David Browne; Michael & Lil Foley 
Larry, Bridie & Laurence Leonard 
Patrick & Emily Dunphy 
Francie Morgan 

15.30pm Polish Mass  

Weekday Mass Intentions 

Monday  
Balscadden 8.30  
Balbriggan 10am 
& 7.30pm 

Epiphany of the Lord 

Tuesday 10am: 
                   

Bernadette Haugh 

Wed 10am: 
 

For the People of the Parish 
 

Thursday 10am Holy Souls 

Friday  10am: — 

Weekend January 11th/ January 12th  

Saturday 
6.30pm: 

Mary & Thomas Richardson 
Eddie Kelly 
Peggy & Paddy Cluskey 

Sunday 8.30pm: 
Balscadden  

Peter & Mary Lynch 
Molly Byrne 

Balbriggan 
10am: 

Catherine (Kate) Byrne 
Gerald Hogan 

12 noon: 
 

Eric Griffin; Barry & Nancy Cassin 
Mona Lacey; Dolores White 

RECENTLY DECEASED                                                      
We offer our sympathies to the family of                                     

Derek McAleer late of Derham Park                                                
Clare O`Shea late of Hampton Cove                                

Fiona Kirby late of Hampton Woods                                        
Thomasina Livesey late of Lawless Terrace                   

                                    SCHOOLS REOPEN                                      
Schools reopen tomorrow January 6th 

after the Christmas Holidays. We             

welcome back all students , teachers and 

staff and hope that everyone enjoyed their break and are 

ready for the new year ahead.  

GARDA VETTING 

Balbriggan Parish has been asked by the                    
Archdiocese of Dublin for all Ministers of the            

Eucharist, Ministers of the Word, Choir members to 
renew their Garda Vetting  to meet the new criteria that 

has been recently introduced.    
 

The Archdiocese of Dublin can no longer accept Public 
Service Cards as a means to validate   identity.  The 
GNVB requires Relevant Organisations to verify the 

name, date of birth and current address of the applicant 
in addition to a form of photographic identity 

proof.  This will mean at least two different forms of 
ID, one of which should be photographic.  Garda                    

Vetting Forms are available from the Sacristy to be                  
returned to the Parish Office. 

BARNEY GREENE`S 13TH ANNUAL TRACTOR RUN   
in aid of St. Francis Hospice                                                

Will take place on Sunday 5th January 
2020. Raffle and Auction when tractors 

return.  Leaving Man-O– War at 
12noon . 

   PRAYER 
Jesus, may I always be one of the wise who seeks you. 

Here on earth, under the guise of bread and wine in the 

Eucharist, you are a foretaste of the heavenly promise of an 

eternity paying you homage. 

How blessed are we who recognize, in our   humility, that 

this is truly you. 

Lord, help me always to remember 

the joy of spending time adoring you. Amen 

PLANNED GIVING                           
The Planned Giving Collection for the  Weekend of  

December 21st /22nd December  amounted to €1,240 

and for 28th/29th December amounted to 

€1,555.  Many thanks for your contributions.                                

CONGRATULATIONS TO RECENTLY MARRIED 
 

Victoria Darcy & Michael Rafter  

S.S. PETER & PAUL`S J.N.S. 
 

Parents who wish to register their child for September 
2020, please be advised that the closing date is Friday,   

January  10th 2020.   

GOSPEL MEETING                                                         

On Monday 13th January Fr. Tony will give a talk 

on the Gospel of Matthew which provides the        

readings for this year.   We encourage our                   

Ministers of the Word to attend but all parishioners 

are also welcome. Taking place in the Parish 

House at 7pm.   

AWARE 

Aware are seeking volunteers for three of our Support 

Services and we hope you can help spread the word.   

Aware relies on  committed volunteers to deliver                  

information and support to individuals and  families          

concerned about depression, bipolar disorder and anxiety.  

Full training is provided. You can read about the roles and 


